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Overview
• Project goals 

• Why Linked (Open) Data? 

• What has Linked Jazz done so far? 

• Where is Linked Jazz going in the future?



The Project
• Experiment with applying Linked Open Data technology 

to archival materials in order to enhance visibility and 
access 

• Develop tools to facilitate discovery and analysis of the 
archives of jazz history 

• Make Linked Jazz dataset openly available on the web



From a web of documents…
Current landscape:  

• Lots of linked  
documents 

• Databases are silos  
of information 

• User interprets how  
documents are related

Linked Data



• Databases are  
interconnected 

• Data is structured  
in a standardized way 

• Relationships between  
data are made explicit 

• URIs point to data

…to a web of data

<http://dbpedia.org/resource/John_Coltrane>

Linked Data



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Coltrane



RDF Triples
subject object

predicate

composed

<http://dbpedia.org/resource/John_Coltrane>  
<http://purl.org/ontology/mo/composer>  

<http://dbpedia.org/resource/A_Love_Supreme>

Linked Data



http://dbpedia.org/resource/John_Coltrane



Linked Open Data
Best Practices



Linked Jazz, so far

• Get the names of musicians 

• Find the names in oral history transcripts 

• Describe the relationships and map them

First phase was funded through an OCLC/ALISE Library and Information Science Research grant.



Linked Jazz Name Directory
• Data processing:  

Extract and ingest names from DBpedia and  
name authority files (LC & VIAF) via Python scripts 

• Human curation:  
Manually refine results with the Curator Tool 

• Resulting Linked Jazz Name Directory:  
~9,000 individuals represented by triples, e.g.:  
 
<http://dbpedia.org/resource/Mary_Lou_Williams>  
<http://xmlns.com/foaf/0.1/name> "Mary Lou Williams"



Curator Tool



Transcript Analyzer
• Oral history transcripts from the Smithsonian, 

Rutgers, Hamilton College, University of Michigan 

• Automated named-entity recognition enabled 
through the use of natural language processing 

• Splits interview content into question-and-answer 
segments, later used in the Linked Jazz 52nd 
Street crowdsourcing tool



Transcript Analyzer



52nd Street Crowdsourcing Tool



52nd Street Crowdsourcing Tool

transcript source: http://www.hamilton.edu/jazzarchive/interviews

http://www.hamilton.edu/jazzarchive/interviews


Network Visualization Tool



Network Visualization Tool



Network Visualization Tool



What’s Next?

• Women in Jazz 

• Rutgers Women in Jazz project 

• Wikipedia Edit-a-Thons
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What’s Next?
• Women in Jazz 

• Tulane University Hogan Jazz Archive Photo Collection 

• Freely available jazz discographies:  
Columbia University’s J-DISC 

• Mashups with other LOD sets — Musicbrainz, 
WhoSampled.com, etc. 

• Archival metadata from EAD finding aids 

• Redesign tools based on user feedback



You Can Help
• Explore our network maps and our tools at 

linkedjazz.org 

• Use our 52nd Street Crowdsourcing Tool and give 
us feedback 

• Use our data: linkedjazz.org/api 

• Suggest other openly available data we could 
mash up with our dataset



Thanks for listening!

Visit linkedjazz.org for more information. 
 
 

Many thanks to Dr. Pattuelli and the entire Linked Jazz team. 
!
!

Bill Levay  |  wjlevay@gmail.com  |  wjlevay.net 

http://linkedjazz.org
http://wjlevay.net
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• John Coltrane  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/
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